Earthworks — Gomde Barrage

Birds eye view of the cleared area for the Gomde Barrage. The tree area is the line of the river during the rain
season. The Barrage will hold back 100 million cubic metres of water, a substantial earth structure. The entire
Inata area is covered with wind blown sand and is parched and arid for some nine months of the year.
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Drilling for compaction and dust suppression water downstream of the proposed barrage location. In excess of
70,000 M3 of water was required for the construction works. Wells were established producing 60 M3 of
water per hour, which was just adequate and was pumped to 90,000 Litre surge tanks which Banlaw had
provided and located adjacent to the Barrage. After the first rain water was taken from the inundation area.
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One of Banlaw’s five scrapers placing Clay Fill on the central section of the Gomde Barrage where the starter

layer was 50 metres wide. At this point the earth wall will be 8 metres high. The overall length of the barrage is
2.6 Kilometres. A substantial task in a very short time schedule. The Barrage simply had to be completed on
schedule or the rising flood waters would have swept the entire earth structure away.






